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A ROBBER RECLAIMED. 


A wort#y minister, whom I 
shall call Mr. Moncrief, resided 
near Edinburgh, about the year 
1746. He was generally esteem- 
ed for his piety and attention to 
his ministerial duties. He preach. 
ed the whole of the truth of God, 
in style plain and simp’e, calcu- 
lated at once to inform the un- 
derstanding, and, under the di- 
vine blessing, to affeet the heart. 
It was his custom to go from 
home annually to receive his year- 
ly stinend; which was managed 
with so much care and frugality, 
that it became just sufficient for 
the support of the family, with- 
out any surplus at the endof the 
year. Tothe prudence and do- 
mestic economy of Mrs. Mon- 
ciief much of this was to be at- 
tributed. She neither affected 
the fine lady, nor did she bring 
herself into contempt by her vul- 
garity. She knew whentobesilent 
and when to speak ; and instead 
of listening to the idle reports and 
vain tattle of some busy bodies in 
the congregation, she heard their 
tales and buried them in her own 
mind, without retailing them to 
others. The season having ar- 
rived when Mr. Moncrief took 
his journey for the purpose of re- 
ceiving his stipend, he left home 
on foot, unattended and unarme 
ed, and having settled his busi- 
ness, was returning to his habita- 
tion. Scarcely had he proceed- 





ed half way, before a young man 
presented himself before him, and 
peremptorily insisted on his mon- 
ey, at the same time raising a 
pistol to enforce his demand.— 
The light of the moon enabled 
Mr. Moncrief to recognize in thé 
robber no less a character than 
Saunders Maitland,a linen dra- 
per, who had recently failed.— 
‘The firmness of the good minis- 
ter ‘astonished young .Maitland. 
‘¢ This sir,” said he, “is my frst 
attempt; I have been unfortu- 
nate, I am destitute of every 
thing. Yourcharacter I respect, 
and it is no intention of my heart 
to offer you either injury or in. 
sult, but distress impels me to 
this action.” These words were 
delivered in.so modest humble 
a tone, that confirmed Mr. Mon- 
crief in the sentiment, that he was 
not lost in vice; and prompted 
by his sacred office, and a desire 
to deter the young man from his 
parpose, he began to reason with 
him, and pointed out to him, in 
strong, nervous language, the 
crime he was about to commit— 
the cruelty of depriving a minis- 
ter of a whole year’s subsistence 
for himself and family, and the 
awful end that awaited all who 
pursued so dangerous a course, 

Often he recalled to his mind the 
convictions of his conscience, and 

the admonitions he had received 

in private as well as in public; 
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and added with a firm voice, The 


end of these things is death, 


Maitland listened with, atten- 
tion, and, during the address, his” 
eye and his pistol often fell be- 
low the plain of the horizon.— 
For some time an internal con- 
flict was maintained, between the 
desire for the money and the sin 
of taking it. At length his con- 
science yielded, and in the most 
peremptory manner, he demand- 
ed Mr. Moncrief to surrender his 
money! The minister aware 
that resistance would be vain, 
looked at the pistol that was now 
pointed at him—delivered his 
money to Maitland ; and request. 
ed that he would listen for a few 
moments. ‘ You say young 
man, that this is your frst at- 
tempt—take my advice, and to 
prevent your destruction let it be 
your last. Go and use the mon- 
ey now obtained, in an industri- 
ous manner, and you shall have 
not only my forgiveness, but my 
prayers.” Moncrief then raised 
his reverend eyes and hands to 
heaven, and implored mercy for 
the robber. They paried, the 
minister to his affectionate wife 
and family, and Maitland to— 
alas he knew not whether ! 


The world was before him where to 
choose 
His place of rest— 

Happy if he could have look- 
ed to providence as his guide, or 
prayed for direction ; but he 
could not pray. Afflicted with 
the most distressing teelings— 
sensible of his crime, and aware 
of the danger to which his life 
was exposed, he wandered about 
for some time, undetermined 
what should be his future pro- 
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ceeding. The solemn parting 
words of the minister still sound- 
ed in his ears, and his kindness 
melted his heart. At one time 
he resolved to return the ill-got- 
ten booty, but then he knew that 
his apprehension might be the 
consequence, and his life the for. 
feiture. 

Meantime the case of Mr. Mon. 
crief was, greatly commiserated, 
by his attectionate parishioners ; 
old and young spontaneously 
came forward, and more than 
compensated the loss he had sus- 
tained. Still he prayed for Mait- 
land, and often wept as he in- 
treated God to bring him to a 
sense of his sin and reclaim him 
from the paths of the destroy 
er. i 
At length Maitland heard of 
a vessel bound to India, and has- 
tened on board. While there, 
he frequently reflected on the 
sin he had committed, and would 
gladly have restored the money 
he had so unwillingly taken, but 
this became every day more im- 
practicable, and’ he now turned 
his attention to the minister’s ad- 
vice, to employ it honestly and 
industriously. He availed him- 
self of the numerous advantages 
which commerce opens to the 
sailor, and by great assiduity and 
caution, aided by the blessing of 
providence, which he earnestly 
sought, as well as the pardon of 
his sins, he succeeded beyond his 
most sanguine expectations.— 
His desire and determination to 
refund the property he had stol- 
en never forsook him, and he em- 
braced the first opportunity of 
making restitution im person.— 
More than 12 years however rol 
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ed away without presenting any 
facility of visiting Mr. Moncrief. 
At last he obtained a freight to 
Bourdeaux, and thence to Leith, 
and having learned that Mr. 
Moncrief was still living with his 
wife and family at their old resi- 
dence, he forwarded two pipes 
of excellent wine to him, but 
without mentioning from whom 
they came. When they arrived 
at the good minister’s door, he 
was thrown into the greatest per- 
plexity, observing, that for him- 
selfhe could not afford to drink 
wine, he had no céllar in which 
he could place it, nor did he pos- 
sess any friendthat was likely 
to send him so valuable a pres- 
ent. The whole therefore, was 
a mistake, and the wine was ob- 
viously intended for some other 
person. He consented however, 
to allow them for the present to 
be placed in his stable. 

After making every inquiry 
to discover the real ewner of the 
wine, and obtaining no informa. 
tion whatever. Mr. Moncrief 
concluded that time would de- 
velope the mystery. After a few 
days, a respectable looking gen- 
tleman alighted from his car- 
liage, and requested to see the 
minister. Being introduced, he 
said he bad been brought up in 
the country, and had ccnstantly 
recollected him with esteem and 
veneration. He had taken the 
liberty of bringing a few trifles 
for the acceptance of Mrs. Mon- 
crief. The presents consisted of 
some choice fruits, silks, &c. of 
no small value.—The. stranger 
was invited to a very plain din- 
ner, of which the family was a. 
Seut to partake, and at the ccn. 


clusion of the repast, politely re- 
quested a glass of wine. Mr. 
Moncrief apologized at not hav- 
iifg any, his‘income not allowing 
him to drink it. “It is true,’’ 
said he, “ that there are two pipes 
of wine in my stable, directed to 
me, but I do not know to whom 
they belong.” The guest repli- 
ed that he knew who sent them, 
and that Mr.Moncrief was to con- 
sider the wine as his own proper- 
ty. Some wine was immediates 
ly prcduced, and after the party 
had drank health and happiness 
to their benevolent friend, Mrs. 
Moncrief and her children retir- 
ed leaving the husband and the 
stranger to themselves.—-The sui- 
prise ef the family can scarcely 
be imagined, and yet they could 
form no idea of the name or 
character of the guest. 

Scarcely had the two gentle- 
men been left alone, when the 
stranger became visibly thougli- 
fui, and laboured apparently un- 
der great mental pertu bation.—- 
As he sat, the chrystal tears flow- 
ed in rapid succession, and his 
heart seemed ready to burst.— 
Mr. Moncrief became greatly a- 
Jarmed, and was on the point of 
ringing the bell for assistance, 
when the stranger looked wish- 
fully at him, uttered in brcken 


accents, “Excuse me my dear 


and reverend Sir—be not alarm. 
ed, my tears speak at once my 
pungent sorrow for the past, and 
my gratitude for the present mo. 
ment.” In an instant he drew 
out his purse containing a sum 
of money, and with his pencil pro» 
ceeded to make calculations, then 
placed on the table a second sum. 
“Now, dear Sir,’’ said he with 
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an inexpressible look of grati- 
tude and humility, ** behold your 
property restored and the inter- 
est due thereon. Maitland, once 
the robber, offers you to-day some 
restitution for his great offence. 
i did not reject the advice you 
gave me on that oceasion. Your 
image has been constantly before 
my eyes. Frequently have I 
sotght pardon of God, and pray- 
ed that blessings might descend 
upon you. The Almighty has, 
f trast, answered my prayers, 
and made me prosperous in ree 
gard to both worlds.” 


Moncrief looked with astonish- 
ment, first at Maitland and then 
atthe money. ‘Time anda seu- 
faring life had left no traces of 
his former appearance ; yet from 
the moment that the first sum 
was laid down, a dawn of hope 
arose in his mind that the object 
was before him, for whose salva- 
tion he had so long supplicated. 


The feelings of the parties 
may be better conceived than de- 
scribed. The pious minister be- 
held his prayers answered. He 
that stole, wrought with hishands 
and restored what he had unjust- 
ly taken away. God prospered 
him in his endeavuwrs to make 
restitution, and the robber be- 
came not only Avnest, but the 
friend of the man whom he had 
injured, 


—< Dio 


APOSTLES AND EVANGELISTS. 


HAD historians who lived in 
the time of our Saviour, record- 
ed circumstantially the lives and 
labours of the Apostles and E- 
vangelists, it would have afford- 
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ed not only examples of chris. 
tian piety and benevolence, no 
where else to be found among 
men, but have furnished materi- 
als for the biographer, whicl: 
would have edified and strength- 
ened the disciples of our Lord to 
the latest posterity. Whilst the 
historian’s page has been filled 
with the exploits of heroes, and 
the intrigues of statesmen, those 
men who were the divine instins 
ments of evangelizing souls, with 
the exception of the New ‘Testa- 
ment history, are for the most 
part unknown. Milner in_ his 
Church History, has given us 
some account of sheir lives and 
death. But this is far less ex- 
plicit than would have been de- 
sirable. Of their death he gives 
the following account. James 
the son of Zebedee was the first 
who left the church militant, to 
join the church triumphant in the 
Heavens. He fell a wictim to 
the persecuting spirit of Herod 


Agrippa. The following -re- 
markable circumstance, clear 
ly showing the power with 


which the spirit in those, days op- 
erated in changing the hearts 
of sinners, 1s recorded to have 
taken place at the time James suf- 
fered martyrdom. The man 
who had drawn him before the 
tribunal, seeing the readiness 
with which he submitted to mare 
tyrdom, was struck with remorse 
and by a remarkable outpouring 
of the spirit, was himself turned 
from Satan to God. He imme- 
diately confessed Christ, and was 
led with the Apostle to execution. 
. The other James. persevered in 
Judea much longer. His mat- 
tyrdom took place about the year 
62. He resided at Jerusalem, 
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and having been preserved thro’ 
several persecutions, he seems in- 
some degree to have overcome _ 
enmity itself, and abated preju- 
dice. By his innocence and in- 
tegrity he acquired the name of 
Just. Though many of the Jews 
were constrained to respect the 
man and admire the fruits of the 
gospel in him, yet the root and 
principle was their abhorrence; 
and having been disappointed in 
their malice at this time by Paul’s 
appealing to Czsar, they were 
determined to wreak their ven- 
geance on James, who was only 
a Jew, and could plead no Ro- 
man exemptions. Ananias be- 
ing high priest, and on account 
of an interim which existed, pos- 
sessed the chief power. A coun- 
cil being called, James ard oth- 
ers were brought before it, and 
accused of breaking the law of 
Moses. Finding it difficult to 
procure the condemnation of a 
man of such exemplary conduct 
as Jamzs, the chief men being 
vexed at the increase of the chris- 
tian converts, endeavoured to en- 
tangle him, by persuading him 
to mount a pinnacle of the tem- 
ple, and to speak against Chris- 
tianity. James being placed a- 
loft, delivered a frank confession 
of Jesus. This so enraged Ana- 
nias and the rulers that their 
next attempt was to deprive him 
of life; an attempt of much easi- 
er execution. Crying eut that 
Jesus himself was seduced, they 
threw him down and stoned him. 
The Apostle fell on his knees 
and prayed saying, “I beseech 
thee Lord God and Father; for 
they know not what they do.”— 
4\ person with a fu'le3’s club bea 
#3 


out his brains, and completed 
his martyrdom. 

The Apostle Paul seems to 
have laboured with unwearied 
activity from the year $6 to the 
year 63. When brought before 
Nero he testified for Christ with 
the same frankness, fortitude and 
eloquence, which he had done 
before Felix, Festus and Agrippa. 
He suffered martyrdom at Rome 
inthe year 640: 65, He was 
slain with a sword at the com- 
mand of Nero. 

The last view we have of Sv. 
Peter, from scripture, presents 
him to us at Antioch, which was 
probably about the year 50. He 
returned to Rome about the year 
63. He suffered Martyrdom 
with Paul by crucifixion, with 
his head downwards, a kind of 
death which he himself desired, 
most probably, from an unfeign- 
eT humility, that he might not die 
in the same manner as his Lord 
had done. 

Of the labours of the eight of 
the Apostles little comparatively 
is recorded : Andrew,Philip, Bar- 
tholomew, Thomas, Matthew, Jude, 
Simon and Matthias. 

Of John the Apostle a fe 
fragments may be collected.— 
He was present at the council at 
Jerusalem inthe year 50. It is 
not probable, says the historian, 
that he left Judea till that time. 
Asia Minor was the great thea- 
tre of his labors, especially Eph- 
esus, He lived to the advanced 
age of one hundred years, for the 
benefit of the church of Christ, a 
pattern of chatity and goodness. 

We have been induced tomake 
these extracts, believing they may 
be interesting to many of our 





































= a . rad 
ae > . 
- : > 





58 | Christian Herat. 


readers who may not be in pos- 
seasion of Milner’s or any simi- 
lar history. We have purpose- 
ly omitted may interesting facts 
not immediately connected with 
their deaths. —Ch. Mirror. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION AND PER- 
SECUTION IN FRANCE. 


Extract of a letter from the Canton 
de Vaud, published in the Lon- 


don Evangelical Magazine. 


“IN about ten days, nearly 
forty persons have been awaken- 
ed, and appear to have been 
really converted. I have seen 
some of these individuals since; 
they appear to possess a simple 
faith in the Gospel, and their con- 
ductas wellas that of many others 
is entirely changed. * * * I should 
not easily terminate my letter, 
swere I to mention all the instan- 
ces of the power of the Gospel 
that have occurred 3 but, cn the 
other hand we have great cause 
for anxiety and affliction. The 
government of the Canton has 
determined on open persecu- 
tion, and has promulgated a de. 
eree which will affect us all; the 
magistrates are ordered to prose- 
cute all who provoke, or hold, or 
permit any religious meetings ; 
eur persecutors and calumniators 
will be our judges,—and fine im- 
prisonment, and probably ban- 
whment will be inflicted. We 
expect to be called before the 
tribunals, to give a reason of the 


hope that Is in us, and to bear in- 


eur bodies the brands of the 
Lord Jesus. The church will be 
<purified as by fire. 
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“‘T had scarcely read this let~ 
ter,” says the translator at Paris, 
‘when I received a large print- 
ed piacard, containing the Arrete 
of the council of state of Lau- 
sanne, and its printed circular to 
the magistrates of the Canton de 
Vaud, documents worthy of the 
days of the Stuarts, or the au- 
thors of the revocation of the e- 
dict of Nantes. The principles 
and the very expressions of an- 
cient persecutors are revived.— 
The persons persecuted are desig- 
nated by the term of reproach 
applied to them by the rabble; 
they are declared to be fanatics, 
to profess doctrines and to adopt 
practices subversive of sound mo- 
rality and social order, to divide 
families, and te bring into con- 
tempt the religion of the s'ate ; 
they are therefore forbidden to 
hold any meetings or to associate 
in any manner whatever; the 
Magistrates are ordered to dis- 
solve by force, if necessary, any 
mectings that may be holden, 
and in all cases to prosecute ine 
stantly those who may perform 
any function, those who may 
lend their rooms or premises for 
the purpose of meeting, and ev- 
ery individual forming a part of 
the assembly.—No worship is to 
be allowed, save that of the state, 
ho education in fact permitted, 
but that prescribed by the gov- 
ernment; and those who may 
absent themselves from the 
churches where their persecutors 
preach, and withdraw their chil. 
dren from the schools, where the 
agents of these persecutors pre- 
side, are denounced as enemics 
and rebels,” 
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From the Boston Telegraph. 
REVIVAL AT SEA. 
Letter to Mr. Sylvester Holmes, dated New Bedford, May 15th, 1824. 


Sixr,—At your request, I will 
attempt to give you am account 
of the recent revival of religion 
in the ship Commodore Decatur, 
during a whaling veyage to the 
Pacific Ocean. 

We sailed from New Bedford 
with a crew of twenty-one men, 
including officers,amongst whom 
was not one serious person. But 
the Lord, by a surprising effort 
of his power, has reclaimed, we 
trust some of us. Nothing wor- 
thy of nete occurred during our 
voyage round Cape Horn, until 
one of our number fell from the 
main top-mast overboard, and 
we saw him no more. Fie left a 
wife and family. 

This circumstance created 
some serieusness, but in two or 
three days it was almost forgot. 
ten. We put into the Sandwich 
Islands to repair the ship. On 
examination we found that the 
bottom of the vessel was worn 
through, and but one quarter of 
an inch of pine board separated 
us from eternity. At these Isl. 
ands a scene cf wickeduess com- 
menced which my mind shudders 
to remember ; but I soon found 
it was a prevailing custom for 
the Europeans and Americans 
to have such familiar intercourse 
with the natives. We sailed 
from here on ashort cruise, and 
returned, and sailed again in 


company with the ship Joha Ad- 


ams, belonging to Nantucket.— 
A number of books were bor- 
rowed and lent from one vessel 
tothe other. It was at this time I 
perceived the workings of the 
Lord upon the mind of of Mr, 
ak -, Wewere still, with 
this exception, insensible to the 
calls of God, and seemed to glo. 
ry in wickedness. Our Sabbath 
was a day of rest, but not of 
prayer and thanksgiving. We 
returned again to the Sandwich 
Islands After leaving the Is]. 
ands, ON our returning home, 
Mr. F had a great deal of 
conversation with Mr C—-—~, 
Thus the attention to religion a« 
mong us was gradual but in. 
creasing. Mr. C. J ~ 5 OF 
Dartmouth, steward of the ship, 
had been for some time anxious 
for the salvation of his soul. He 
descended into the cabin, but was 
so much agitated that he return. 
ed; again he entered, and again 
returned; when he entered a 
third time, the captain mentions 
ed, that if he had any thing to 
say he might speak. The young 
man dropped down on his knees, 
and poured out his soul in prays 
er before Godand man. About 
this time we began to have p:ay- 
er meetings, first in the forecas- 
tle, then in the cabin, and ‘n fair 
weather, on the quarter deck.— 
These exercises generally cone 
sisted in reading a chapter from 
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the Bible, a short prayer, one of 
Dr. Burder’s Village Sermons, 
singing to the praise of God one 
or two of Dr. Watt’s Psalms or 
Mymns, in which’ our captain 
would lead us, and a short pray- 
er. 
Thus God can be worshipped 
at sea as well as on shore; and 
His goodness is not confined to 
any particular place, but sinners 
of every nation, may, if they will 
drink the waters of eternal life 
freely. 

There are six of our nt&mber 
who hope that their hearts have 
been changed, and that they are 
created anew in Christ Jesus.— 
There are two remarks that I 
wish to make, vizs the effect 
which our meetings had in sup- 
pressing profaneness, which had 
been carried to a great degree on 
board of the ship, and the peace 
and quietness with which every 
thing was performed on board. 

Orders were given and 
executed without any improper 


language ; and in fact oid things © 


seem to have passed away, and 

all things to have become new. 
Your real friend, 

Joun W. Manvey. 











SINGULAR CONVERSION OF AN 
IRISH ROMAN CATHOLICK. 
[Communicated by Dr. Adam Clarke. 
Bryan M’Makenwas a poor ig- 
norant Roman Catholick, who 
acted as herd for a number cf 
families near Newton Stuart in 
the county of Tyrone, North of 
Treland. The Methodist Preach- 
ers visited the place to which he 
belonged ; and Bryan, under the 
preaching of Mr. Joseph Arm- 
strong was so deeply convinced 
ef his sinful state, that when he re- 
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turned to his cabin, after the ser, 
mon, he was unable to conceal 
his distress from his wife. On 
her inquiring into the cause, he 
said, ‘think God Almighty is 
looking at me every minute, and 
is angry with me’ She did her 
utmost to make him quiet, but to 
no purpose ; and, as a last resort, 
she advised him to go to the 
priest on the following morning. 
He took this advice; and having 
told his case, the Priest said to 
him, “ O, you have been hearing 
the Methodists; nothing better 
could come of it.” ‘ Oh!” siid 
Bryan, “it is they that have done 
it upon me; but, Sir, what shall 
I do for I cannot live this way.” 
After scolding him, the Priest 
said, * Well I will tell you what 


to do, and you will be well e- 


nough ; go to the dance, which is 
to be at John ——’s to night: 
aad when you return home, take 
a hearty glass of whiskey, and 
get Madge [his wife] to sing 
you a song and all will be well.” 
In obedience to this advice, Bry- 
an and Madge went to the dance ; 
but he had not been long there 
before he started up saying of his 
wife, “Madge come away! I am 
worse and worse.”? On his re. 
turning home however, he took 
the whiskey, and heard the song ; 
but to no purpose. In the morn- 
ing, far from being relieved, his 
distress was greatly inereased ; 
and Madge advised him to go 
once more to the Priest. He 
went the next morning, and told 
his Reverence that he was no 
better, for God was still looking 
at him, and was “angrier and 
angrier!” He was then order- 


ed to go to Lough-Derg, and 
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heavy penances were prescribed, 
so many crossings, genuflections, 
stations, walking on his bare 
knees, &%c. Having accomplish- 
ed this task, he returned and told 
the Priest that he was no better. 
“Then” said the Priest, * you 
may goto the devil; for I can 
do no more for you; but mind 
you must never go near the Meth- 
odists again.” “QO,” said Bry- 
an, there.is no danger. of that ; 
they have done enough upon me 
already.” Notwithstanding this 
resolution, being a short time af- 
ter drawn by his employment to 
the preaching-house, during the 
time of divine service, he ventur- 
ed-to the door to hear the sing- 
ing, then heard the prayer, in 
which he thought there could be 
no harm, and lastly ventured in. 
The Preacher, knowing nothing 
oi the case of Bryan, was led to 
describe the state of awakened 
sinners, and the advice sometimes 
given to such, to relieve them of 
their distress. Bryan having. by 
this time-got near the pulpit ex- 
claimed, “That is just what he 
said to me:’’ and there, and be- 
fore the congregation, he detailed 
the whole of what had passed be- 
tween him and the Priest. The 
Preacher told him that he could 
never be happy until he was con- 
verted, and obtained the forgive- 
ness uf his sins; adding, “ Kneel 
down and we will pray for you.” 
The whole congregation then 
fell upon their knees, calling up- 
on God to have mercy upon the 
penitent. Atter some time, he 
leaped up, clapped his hands and 
said, “ 1 have got it! - I know 
he is not angry with me now! 
Q, sir will you come and convert 
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Madge?’ The preacher replied, 
that he would go and ¢a/é with 
her next morning; but Bryan 
could with difficulty wait so long. 
As soon as he got home, he ex- 
claimed, “O:Madge sure I am 
converted; God is not angry 
with me now.” Bryan dear,” 
said his wife, “who converted 
you?” “©,” said he, “it was 
the Preacher.”” “Would he con- 
vert me?” said she, “for I amas 
bad as you.” “ He would con- 
vert the whole werld,” said Bry- 
an. The Preacher visited Madge, 
and explained to her the salva- 
tion by Jesus Christ, and she also 
was soon brought to’ enjoy the 
power and comfort of religion, 
Bryan could not rest now with+ 
out telling the Priest. He was 
advised not te go; but go he 
would, and in the face of the 
congregation, in his own way, 
told the Priest of the happiness of 
his soul. The Priest ridiculed 
him, and threatened him with ex. 
communication; to which Bryan 
replied, “‘you may save yourself 
the treuble ; yeu could do nothing 
for me in my distress, I will nev- 
er come near you any more.”— 
Bryan and Madge suffered much 
frcm their bigotted neighbours ; 
but they held on their way, and 
are long sincedodged in the par- 
adise of God. ‘They brought up 
their children also in the fear of 
the Lord; and one son became a 
respectable local Preacher among 
the Methodists.-Wes. Meth. Mag. 


D+ 
[sELECTED. ] 
ON PATIENCE, 
PATIENCE is to be display- 
ed in bearing PROVOCATLON.— 
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‘Tt must needs be that offences 
will come.”? Our opinions, rep- 
utations, connections, offices, bu- 
siness, render us widely vuiner- 
able. The characters of men 
are various; their pursuits and 
their interests perpetually clash. 
Some try us by their ignorance, 
some by their folly, some by their 


perverseness, some by their mal- 
ice. There are to be found per- 


sons made up of every thing dis- 
agreeable and mischievous ; born 
only to vex, a burden to them- 
selves, and a torment to all 
around them. Here is an op- 
portunity for the triumph of pa- 
tience, here is a theatre on which 
a man may exhibit his character, 
and appear a fretful, waspish 
reptile, or a placid, pardoning 
God. We are very susceptive 
of irritation ; anger is eloquent ; 
revenge is sweet. But to stand 
calm and collected ; to suspend 
the blow, which passion was ur- 
gent to strike; to drive the rea- 
sons of clemency as far’ as they 
will go; to bring forward fairly 
in view the circumstances of mit- 
igation; to distinguish between 
surprise and deliberation, infirm- 
ity and crime ; or if an infliction 
be deemed necessary, to leave 
God to be both the judge and 
the executioner - This a christian 
should labour after. 

His peace requires it. Peo- 
ple love to sting the passionate. 
‘They who are easily provoked, 
commit their repose to the keep- 
ing of their enemies; they lie 
down at their feet, and invite 
them to strike. ‘Vhe man of 
temper places himself bevond 
vexations, interruption and insult. 
és He that hath no rule over his 
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own spirit, is like a eity that is. 


broken down and without walls,” 
into which enter over the ruins, 
toads, serpents, vagrants, thieves, 
enemies ; while the man,. who in 


patience possesses: his soul, has’ 


the command of himself, places 
a defence all around him, and 
forbids the entrance of such un- 
welcome company to offend or 
discompose. 

His wisdom requires it. ‘ He 
that is slow to anger is of great 
understanding: but he that is 
hasty of spirit exalteth folly.” 
“ Anger resteth in the bosom of 
fools.” Wisdom gives us large, 
various, comprehensive, sailing- 
round views of things; the very 


exercise operates as a diversion, 


affords the.mind time to cool, 
and furnishes numberless circume 
stances tending to soften severity. 
Such is the meekness of wisdom. 
Thus candour is the offspring of 
knowledge. 

His dignity requires it. “It 
is the glory of a man ‘to pass 
by a transgression” ‘ Be not 
overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good.”” The man pro- 
voked to revenge, is conquered, 
and loses the glory of the strug- 
gle; while he who forbears, 


comes off a victor, crowned with 


no common laurels; for, “he 
that is slow to anger is better 
than the mighty: and he that 
ruleth his spirit, than be that 
taketh a city. A flood assails a 
rock, and rolls off, unable to 
make an impression; while straws 
and boughs are borne off in tri- 
umph, carried down the stream, 
‘6 driven with the wind, and toss- 


ed.” 
Is is also required by exam- 
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ples the most worthy of our im- 
mitation. What provocations 
had Joseph received from his 
brethren ! but he scarcely men- 
tions the crime, so eager is he to 
announce the pardon; ‘and he 
said, I am Joseph your brother, 
whom ye sold into Egypt : now 
therefore be not grieved, nor an- 
gry with yourselves that ye sold 
me hither ; for God did send me 
before you to preserve life.”— 
Hear David: they rewarded me 
evil for good, to the spoiling of 
my soul. But as for me, when 
they were sick my clothing was 
sackcloth: I humbled my soul 
with fasting, and my prayer re- 
turned into my busom. I be- 
haved myself as though he had 
been my friend or brother: I 
bowed down heavily, as one that 
mourneth for his mother! View 
Stephen, dying under a shower 
of stones: he more than pardons; 
he prays; he is more concerned 
for his enemies, than for himself; 
in praying for himself, ke stood; 
in praying for his enemies, he 
kneeled; he kneeled and said, 
“ Lord lay not this sin to their 
charge.”’ A greater than Joseph, 
a greater than David, a greater 
than Stephen, is here. He en- 
dured every kind ef insult; but 
‘when he was reviled, he reviled 
not again, when he suffered, he 
threatened not; but committed 
himself to Him that judgeth 
righteously.” 

Go to the foot of the cross, 
and behold him suffering for us, 
“leaving us an example “that 
we should follow his steps.”— 
Every thing conspired to render 
the provocation heniots ; the na- 
ture of the offence, the meanness 
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and obligations of the offenders, 
the righteousness of his cause, 
the grandeur of his, person; all 
these seemed to call for venge- 


ance. The creatures were eager 


to punish. Peter drew his sword. 
The ‘sun resolved to shine on 
such criminals no longer. The 


rocks asked leave to crush them, 


The earth trembles under the sin- 
fal-load. The very dead can- 
not remain in their graves. He 
suffers them al] to testify their 
sympathy, but forbids their re- 
venge ; and lest the Judge of all 


should pour fourth xis fury, he 


instantly cries, “ Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what 
they do.” 


—< +o 


A WORD OF ADVICE. 


A celebrated preacher among 
the English Dissenters, now de- 
ceased, Mr. R n, in a 
Charge which he delivered tea 
young minister at his ordination, 
thus addressed him; * Let me 
remind you, Sir that when you 
come into this place, and address 
this people, you are not to bring 
your Uittle self with you. I ree 
peat this again, Sir, that it may 
more deeply impress your mem- 
ory, I say, that you are never to 
bring your /itéle self with you.— 
No, Sir, when you stand in this 
sacred place, it is your duty to 
hold up your great Master to 
yeur people, in his character, in 
his offices, in his precepts, in his 
promises, and in his glory. This 
picture you are to hold upto the 
view of your hearers, while you 





are to stand behind it, and not: 


let so mueh as your little finger 
be seen.” 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





For the Christian Herali: 


Extract of aletter frem Elder George 
Pierce, to the Editor, dated Fair- 
haven, June 12, 1824. 


Bexievinc that to hear of the 
prosperity of Zion will be very 
leasing to all the lovers of truth, 
lesskicé think it my duty to 
inform them of the glorious work 
of God which I have seen. In 
the winter of 1822, I felt it my 
duty to forsake all for Christ’s 
sake, and labour in the Vineyard 
of the Lord. I felt it my duty 
to labour now, particularly in 
the town of Essex, formerly call- 
ed Chebacco. After many trials 
I took up the cross and went.— 
Immediately after | commenced 
labouring there, the Lord poured 
out his spirit, and backsliders 
were reclaimed. Soom after sin- 
ners were seen on their knees, 
erying for the Lord to have mer- 
cy on their souls. The work in- 
creased greatly ; the power of the 
Lord was manifest at a number 
of our meetings. In one meet- 
ing, in particular, after I had 
preached a short discourse, there 
was complete silence for about 
thirty minutes, after that, there 
was twelve or fifteen on their 
knees, begging for the Lord to 
have mercy on their souls.— 
There were six hopefully convert- 
ed that night. During the win- 
ter and spring there was a pow- 
erful and glorious work. Dur- 
ing this reformation, there were 
twenty-seven, hopefully converte 
ed. In this letter, I shall merely 
give you a sketch of the work. 


In the last of May, I came to 
the parts where I now labour, 
namely Middleborough, Fair Ha. 
ven, Long Plain, Rochester, and 
Freetown. The first place that 
I commenced labouring in, was 
Middleborough. The brethren 
in this place, at that time were 
very low in their mind. But in 
a few weeks there appeared to be 
a sound of abundance of rain.— 
The brethren were revived,and felt 
acry in their souls that the Lord 
would pour out his spirit and 
have mercy on the people. It 
was not long however, before the 
Lord heard their prayers, and 
poure! out his spirit on the peo- 
ple, like rain upon the mown 
grass, and showers that water the 
earth. During the summer and 
fall, it was judged that 260 were 
converted to the Lord in the dif. 
ferent societies in this town.— 
May God help them'to shun ev- 
ery evil, and live to his honour 
and glory. 


In the fall and winter of 1823, 
and in the spring of 1824, there 
was a most glorious reformation 
in these three last mentioned 
towns. It is thought that there 
has been upwards of 200 con- 
verted to the Lord. They are 
the most exemplary converts, I 
ever saw. My prayer to the 
great head of the church is, that 
he would carry on his good work 
of reformation till the whole 
world shall be converted. 

I will give you a more partics 
ular account, at some future 
time, sp 
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To the Editor of the Christian Sec- 
retary. 

Dear Sir—THE revival of re- 
ligion in the southern part of this 
state, has perhaps never been 
more interesting than within a 
few months. In vears past, 
more or less revivals have been 
experienced in our churches, but 
never with such special refresh- 
ing from the presence of the 
Lord, as of late. God is known 
by his works ; they should be 
published in the earth, that his 
saints may rejoiee in their God, 
and magnify his name together. 


I now proceed to give you~ 


some of the particulars concern- 
ing the werk of the Lord, in 
Haddam. ‘The fore part of last 
winter, nothing very special ap- 
peared among us; we continued 
our meetings weekly, and there 
seemed to be an increasing at- 
tention to the worship of God, 
and some of the christians were 
stirred up in their minds to more 
engagedness in prayer. On the 
i7th of February, 1824,a young 
man returning from meeting, felt 
the weight of his sins to such a 
degree, that his strength failed 
him ; he returned, but not with. 
out help, which circumstance 
excited unusual attention; our 
meetings then became full, atéen- 
tive, and solemn, the hearts of 
God’s people seemed to be great- 
ly drawn out in prayer, and they 
seemed to be looking for the day 
of his power, and were listening 
to hear the rumbling of his char- 
iot wheels, and were in some de- 
gree ready to say, the Lord had 
in truth Come in great power.— 
The work became general, it 
seemed to be one universal shock. 
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The work appeared to bein the 
two southermost school districts 
in the town, but more especially 
in the neighbourhood and vicine 
ity of the baptist church, where 
I reside. With those who were 
the professed followers of Christ, 
and with those who had been 
scattered in a dark and cloudy 
day, were great searchings of 
hearts, and fervent prayers to 
Almighty God, and it appeared 
that God in reality was searchin 
the place as he did Jerusalem of 
old, with candles. Meetings 
were held every evening, and 
more or less every day for a 
length of time ; the preaching of 
the word was attended with unu- 
sual power ; the secular concerns 
of life were for weeks almost en- 
tirely laid aside; scarce a house 
but what felt the shock, and could 
say in truth, salvation is come. In 
the two districts referred to a- 
bove, from seventy to eighty 
have been made the hopeful sub- 
jects of this good work of God, 
and from fifteen to twenty-five 
in other parts of the town. J 
have baptized thirty-five; thirty-seve 
en have been added to the Baptist 
Church, two of which were bap- 
tized before. 

Your friend and brother in the 
best ofbonds. Simon SHAILERs 

Haddam, May 4:. 

o-oo 
REVIVAL. . 

WE understand that the work 
of God is’going on im Rye, N. H. 
under the improvement of Elder 
Ebenezer Leavitt, a goodly 
number have been converted,and 
the work still goes on. "We hope 
to receive some particulars for 
our next. 

4 
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0 EOE 
N. H. GENERAL MEETING AND 
CONFERENCE, 

ON Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, June 9th and 10th, the El- 
ders and brethren met at Bosca. 
wen, to attend a General Meeting, 
agreeably to previous appoint. 
ment. Their coming together 
was truly refreshing, while many 
could say, how good and pleas. 
ant it is for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity.” The greatest 
love and harmony seemed to pre- 
vail, while each in their station 
appeared anxious to do what they 
could to promote the common 
cause of our glorious Lord. 

The circumstances attending 
a meeting at this place was some- 
what peculiar amd seemed to 
heighten the interest of the occa- 
sion. Here, one year before, op- 
position raged to a high degree, 
insomuch that the preachers, af- 
ter being assembled, were order- 
ed from the pulpit, the assembly 
much disturbed, and a prosecu- 
tion commenced ; but we have 
“not yet been called to resist un- 
to blood, striving against sin ;”’ 
nor can the enemies of the cause 
go to such lengths in this happy 
land where liberty of conscience 
ir enjoyed and the people’s rights 
respected. Now, not the least 
opposition appeared, and to the 
credit of the inhabitants of the 
towr we would record it, that 
the greatest degree of regularity 
and good order was observ- 
ed during the days of public 
service; and we hesitate not to 
say that more becoming beha- 
viour has never been witnessed 
at any general Meeting ever 
before held in the State, by any 





religious denomination whatever, 
This state of things seemed to 
presage much good, while the 
Elders who came in the fulness 
of the gospel were ready to hold 
forth the word of life. 

On the first day of the meet. 
ing, Wednesday June 10, A. M. 
Elder Joseph Banfield delivered 
a discourse from Isa. xlv. 22, 
“ Look unto me, and be ye saved, 
all ye ends of the earth.””. ) 

P. M. Sermon by Elder Pe. 
ter Young, from Acts v. 42.—- 
© And daily in the temple, and in ev- 
ery house, they ceased not to teach 
and preach Jesus Christ. 

2d Sermon by Elder Frederick 
Cogswell, from 1 Kings, xvili. 
2b. How long halt ye between 
two opinions ? if the Lord be God, 
follow him ; but if Baal, then fot 
low him,” 

Thursday 10th. Sermon by 
Elder William Demeritt, from 
Mark xvi. 15. “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to evs 
ery creature. 

P. M. Sermon by Elder Da, 
vid Harriman, from Heb. iv. 2. 
“ But the word preached did not 
profit them, not being mixed with 
faith, in them that heard it. 

2d Sermon by Elder Mark 
Fernald, from Malichi, ii. 1, ©. 
“ Behild I will send my messenger, 
and he shall prepare the way before 
me: and the Lord whom ye sege 
shall suddenly come to his temples 
even the messenger of the covenant, 
qwhom ye delight in; behold, be 
shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. 
But who may abide the day of his 
coming ? and who shall stand when 


be appeareth ? for he is like a re- 


jiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap. 


The preaching was much to 
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the point, calculated to instruct 
and benefit the hearers; anda 
conviction was gained while hear- 
ing that it would not be lost.+- 
Those who improved by exhor- 
tation, seemed deeply impréssed 
with a sense of the importance of 
the things of which they spake. 
Uncommon attention and seri- 
owsnes was manifested in the 
hearing of the word ; and we 
could not but hope and believe, 
that lasting good would be the 
result of the meeting. 

The inhabitants in the vicinity 
of the.meeting, seemed to use 
every exertion tor the accommo- 
dation of those who had come 
from a distance, and their kind. 
ness will long be remembered. 

We were gratified to learn 
that Elder Fernald thought it 
duty to tarry a few days in the 
place, after the General Meetin 
was over. He preached there 
on the next Lord’s Day to a nu 
mercus audience, many came 
from a great distance to hear 
the word, and the solemnity of 
the meeting bespoke a blessing 
near. 


EXTRACT 
From the Minutes of the Conference. 
The Conference organized by 


choosing 

Elder Mark Fernald, Mcede- 
rator. 

The Elders present were as 
follows, viz. Elders Mark Fer- 
nald, Peter Young, William 
Blaisdell, William Demeritt, Ne- 
hemiah D. Sleeper, Frederick 
Cogswell and Juseph Banfield. 

Unordained—Solomon Young, 


Simeon Swett, and John Flan. 
cers, 
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Agreed that Elders Mark Fer- 
nald, Peter Young, and the Eds 
itor of the Christian Herald, be 
appointed Messengers to the 
General Annual Conference of 
the U.S. which convenes at 
Beekman, Dutchess Co. N. Y. on 
the I{t Wednesday of Sept. next. 

Heard a request from the 
church in Stuartstown, request- 
ing to be received into the Cone 
ference, and received. said church 
accordingly. Elder Joseph Ban- 
field Pastor. 

Heard a request from the 
church in Northwood,and agreed 
to receive them into fellowship 
with this Conference. Elder 
William Demeritt Pastor. 

Agreed that the next N. H. 
Annual General Meeting and 
Conference, be holden in Ports- 
mouth, on the Jast Saturday and 
Lord’s day in May next. Corfe 
ference on Monday following. 

Rr. Foster, Secs 


meee 


LETTER, 
From the Church of Christ tm 
Kittery, Me. to the New-Hamp- 


shire Christian Conference, dated 
May 29, 1824. 


WE view it aduty and esteem 
it a privilege, to continue our 
connection and correspondence 
with the N. H. Conference, which 
we now do, by our well esteemed 
Elder Mark Fernald, who is our 
Messenger, and also by this writ- 
ten éxpression of our minds. Re- 
spected brethren, as ministers of 
the everlasting gospel of God,and 
Christ his Son, we consider your 
calling HicH and Hoty, your of 
fice, high as messengers of Christ 
to entreat christfess mortals to 
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turn, believe and be saved ; holy, 
as it is your whole work and du- 
ty constantly, to set an example 
of holy living and labour to per- 
suade mortals to follow holiness, 
without which, no man can see 
God. We trust wetruly consid- 
er your great duty, and the trials 
attending the performance of it. 
Also the intention of your assem- 
bling in General Conference.— 
We wish and pray that all the 
wisdom, humility and grace you 
need, when met to help each oth- 
er, and attend the interest and 
welfare of the flock, may be af- 
forded you, both for your good 
and ours. We hope you are afm- 
ing for that true order and liber- 
‘y of the gospel, recorded in the 


New Testament, our professed | 


rule, that for which we have lon 

contended almost with blood.— 
Unity with Christ’s spirit, is 
the bond of peace to each 
soul, and the church of God at 
large. Therefore, while we un- 
derstand your labour in the Con- 
ference is not to make additional 
laws to the New Testiment, but 
to fully understand Christ’s word 
and the apostles’ doctrine, and re- 
commend and urge the same, for 
our doctrine and example. We 
acknowledge you as our watchful 
Overseers, to fee! the flock of 
Christ. We consider pure reli- 
gion to be a life ef salvation in 


the soul, and manifested outward. * 


ly in our conduct and conversa. 
tion. As individual christians, 


our bodies are members of Christ 
by regeneration, and temples of 
God, who has said I will dwell 
in them and walk in them ; thus 
every true disciple of Christ must 
worship God in spirit and truth 
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for himself. As a Church we 
view it duty to join society in 
public worship, as much accord. 
ing to the pattern of Christ and 
the apostles, with their followers 
as we can. As toa general un- 
ion of Christian connection, we 
wish it extended. We solemnly 
and prayerfally desire, that you, 
the crossebearing servants of 
Christ will remember that the 
friendship of this world is enmi- 
ty with God and true relgious de- 
votion and worship. We know 
flattery is blinding, and as we 
conform to others, so they hail 
us friends. History and obser- 
vation satisfy us that several bod- 
ies of good humble saints have 
begun with Christ in his word 
and spirit, who by unwatchful- 
ness and gradual conformity to 
the customs of others around 
them, have retained the form of 
godliness, but lost the spirit and 
power of the kingdom from their 
souls. And thus divisions of 
brethren followed, which would 
not, had churches aud pastors 
continued in the word of Christ. 
Dear brethren we do not wish to 
be understood as controuling 
your views, but simply giving 
our views of the things that make 
for peace, and should we appear 
unpopularly plain, you may not 
wonder while you are so well ac- 
quainted with the preaching of 
our pastor, who has laboured 
Jong and faithfully- with us, to 
our great benefit and joy. We 
should be glad of a Christian vis- 
it from all or any of you, who 
will bring the word of Christ in 
you to impart to us. 

At our last monthly Confer- 
ence, May 29th, 28 spoke freely 
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of the comfort of religion.— 
Brother F. baptized 3 the same 
week ; our number is now 165. 
Many have died or removed, yet 
we trust we have a few labour- 
ing for victory by the blood of the 
Lamb, and the word of their testi- 
ONY. 
by request of the Church. 


Pevatiau Fernaup, Clerk. 


-— +o. 


For the Chrittian Herald. 


VERMONT CONFERENCE. 


Woodstock, June 23, 1824. 

THE Vermont State Conference 
of the Christian Elders and breth- 
ren, Met in this town on the 14th 
of the present month, atid among 
other business transacted at their 
meeting, adopted the following 
resolution. 

* Resolved, that the Clerk be 
directed to publish in the Chris. 
tian Herald, that Elders James 
Spencer, Daniel Quimby and Ed- 
ward B. Rollins, by their request 
had, in June 1822, leave to with. 
draw from the Christian Confer. 
ence and connection; and the 
brethren in Randolph ard Brain- 
tree, Vt. in particular, and the 
connection in general, are re- 
guested to use caution in receiv- 
ing brethren that have withdrawr 
trom the Christian connection.” 

“ Resolved, that brother Seth 
Allen have leave to withdraw 
from the Christian connection 
with commendation as to his 
Christian character.” 3 

“Appointed brothers C. W. 
Martin and M. Tewksbury, dele- 
gates to the next U. S. General 
Conference. | 

JASPER ani Clerk. 
® 


> 


For the Chrigtian Herald. 

“ For the love of money, is the 
root of all evil.” 

WeatrH is the goddess whom 
all the world worshippeth.— 
"There is many a city in our.em- 
pire, of which, with an eye of a- 
positlical discernment, it may be 
seen, that is almost wholly giver 
over to idolatry. Ifa man look 
no higher than to his money for 
his enjoyments, then money is his 
god. It is the god of his depen- 
dence, and the god upon whom 
his heart is staid. Or if,* apart 
from other enjoyments, it, by 
some magical power of its own, 
has gotten the ascendency, then 
still 1t is followed after as the su- 
preme good ; and there is.an ac- 
tual supplanting of theliving God. 
He is robbed of the gratitude that 
we owe him for our daily. suste« 
nance ; for instead of receiving it 
as if it came direct out of his 
hand, we receive it as if it 
came from the hand of a 
secondary agent, to whom we as- 
cribe all the. stability and inde- 
pendence ot God. This wealth, 
in fact, obscures to us the char- 
acter of God-as the real though 
unseen Author of ovr various 
blessings ; ‘and as if by a materi- 
al intervention, does it hide from 
the perception of nature, the hand 
which feeds, and clothes, and 
maintains us in life, and in all the 
comferts and necessaries of life. 
It just has the effect of thicken- 
ing still more that impalpable 
veil which lies between God and 
the eye of the senses. We lose 
all discernment of him as the 
giver of our comforts ; and com- 
ing, as they appear to do, from 
that wealth which our fancies 
have raised into a living personi- 
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fication, does this idol stand be- 
fore us, nct as a deputy but as a 
substitute for that Being, with 
whom it is that we really have to 
do. All this goes to widen and 
to fortify that disruption which 
has taken place between God and 
the world. It adds the power of 
one great master idol to the se- 
ducing influence of all the lesser 
idolatries. When the liking and 
the confidence of men are to- 
wards money, there is no direct 
intercourse, either by the one or 
the other of these affections to- 
wards God; and, in proportion 
as he sends forth his desires, and 
tests his security on the former 
an that very proportion does he 
renounce God as his hope, and 
God as his dependance. 

And to advert, for one mo- 
ment, to the misery of this affec- 
tion, as well as to its sinfulness. 
He, over whom it rergns, feels a 
worthlessness in his present 
wealth, after it is gotten; and 
when to this we add the restless- 
ness ofa yet unsatiated appetite, 
lording it over all his convictions 
and panting for more; when, tothe 
dulness of his actual satisfaction 
in all the riches that he has, we 
add his still unquenched, and, in- 


- deed unquenchable desire for the 


riches that he has not; when. we 
reflect that as, in the pursuit of 
wealth, he widens the circle of 
his operation, so he lengthens 
put the line of his open and haz. 
ardous exposure, and multiplies, 
aleng the extent of it, those vul- 
nerable points from which anoth- 
er and another dart of anxiety 
may enter into his heart; when 
he feels himself as if floating on 
an ocean of contingency,on which 


perbaps, he is only borne up by 


YOL. |; 


the breath of a credit that is ficti- 
tious, and which liable to burst 
every moment, may leave him to 
sink under the weight of his over- 
laden speculation 5 when suspend- 
ed on the doubtful result of his 
bold and uncertain adventure, he 
dreads the tidings of disaster in 
every arrival, and lives in a con- 
tinual agony of feeling, kept up 
by the crowd and turmoil of his 
manifold distractions, and so ‘o- 
veispreading the whole compass 
of his thoughts, as to leave not 
one narrow space for the thought 
of eternity ;—will any beholder 
just look to the mind of this un- 
happy man, thus tost and bewil- 
dered and thrown into a general 
unceasing frenzy, made out of 
many fears and many agitations, 
and not say, that the brd of the 
air which sends forth its unrefiect- 
ing song, ard lives on the fortti- 
tous hounty of Providence is not 
higher in the scale of enjoyment 
than he? Andhow much more, 
then, the quiet Christian beside 
him, who, in possession of food 
and raiment has that godliness 
with contentment which is ;reat 
gain—who with the peaceof heave 
en in his heart, and the giories 
of heaven in his eye, has found 
out the true philosophy of exis 
tence; has sought a portion where 
alone a portion can be found, 
and, in bidding away from his 
mind the Jove of money, has bid 
den away all the cross and all the 
carefulness along with it. 
{ Chalmers. } 
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SCRIPTURE ILLUS- 
TRATIONS. 


“That he should be the first that 
should vise from the dead. Acts 
xxvi. 29.] That 1s, that he 
should be the first who should 
rise from the dead, so as to die 
no mare and to give, im his own 
person, the proof of the resurrec- 
rion of the human body, no more 
te return under the empire of 
death. In no other sense can 
Jesus Christ be said to be the fiz? 
that rose again from the dead ; for 
Elijah raised the son of the Shu- 
namite. A dead man put into 
the sepulchre of the prophet Etl- 


sha, was restored to life as soon 


as he touched the prophet’s 
bones. Christ himself had rais- 
ed the widow’s son at Nain; anl 
he had also ratsed Lazarus, and 
several others: all these died 
again; but our Lord was raised 
frorn the dead and can die no 
more. Thus he was the first 
who rose again from the dead, to 
return no more into the emprre 
of death. ) 

And should shew light unto the 
veople] . Should give the true 
knowledge of the law and the 
prophets to the Jews ; for these 
«re meant by the term people, as 
uiver, 17. And to the Gentiles, 
who had no revelation ; and who 
sat in the vailey of the shadow of 
death ; these also, through Christ, 
should be brought to the knowl- 
edge ef the truth, aud be made a 
glorious church, without spot or 
wrinkle, or any such thing. That 
tue Messiah should be the fight 
both of the Jews and Gentiles, the 

rophets had clearly foretold, see 


sia, 1x, lm Arise and shine, or be 


illuminated, for thy tiGut ts come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee; aud again, Isa. xlix. G. 
I will give thee for auiGur unto the 
GENTILES, that thou mayest be my 
salvation to the ends of the earth. 
With such sayings as. these, 
Agrippa was well. acquainted, 
from his edueation as a Jew. 
Verse 24. Paul, thou art be- 
side thyself| “@Vhou ait mad 
Paul!” « Thyegreat learnimy, 
hath turned thee into a madman.’ 
t is likely that Festus meant no 
more than this, that Paul had 
got sucit a vast variety ot knowl. 
edge, that his biain was overs 
charged with it: for in his 
speech, Paul makes no particte 
lar show of what we call /earne 
ing; for he quotes none of their 
celebrated authors, as he did on 
other occasions; ses chap. xvii. 
2%. But he here spoke of spiritu- 
al things, of which Festus, had 
no conception ; and this would 


Jead him to conclude that Paul - 


was actually deranged.” Thig is 
not an uncommon case with mas 
ny, professing Christianity ; who, 
when a man speaks on experis 
mental religion, on the life of 
God in the soul of man; of the 
knowledge of salvation, by the 
remission of sins; of the witness 
of the spirit, &c. things. essential 
to that Christianity by which the 
soul is saved, are ready to cry 
out Zhou art mad; he is an ems 
thusiast ; that is, g religious 
madman ; one who is not wors 
thy to be regarded; and yet, 
strange to tell, these very persons 
who thus cry out, are surprized 
that Festus should have suppos+ 
ed that Paul was beside himself ! 
| (Clark. 
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HARMONY SOCIETY. 

_A correspondent informs us, 
that in a late conversation with 
Frederick Rapp, of the celebrated 
religious commonwealth of Hare 
mony, on the Wabash, he learned 
some facts respecting the princi- 
ples and practices by which this 
community is regulated which is 
Mr R. al- 
so promised to furnish him here- 
after, a more correct history of 
the settlement than that by Mel- 
ish, published in the essay on 
commonwealths, by the “ New- 
York Society for promoting com- 
munities.” 

Harmony, at present, censists 
of about 800 persons, occupying 
150 houses, and possessing about 
25,000 acres of fertile land. They 
are represented as being very 
strongly attached to the Society, 


eand it argued that only in a com. 


monwealth on sucha basis can 
the Christian commana of loving 
others as ourselves be perfectly 
obeyed—that a system like this, 
by making every act which shall 
beneiit the agent be proportion- 


ately useful to those with whom - 


he is associated, will produce 
this effect—and that consequent. 
ly this is the only Christian plan 


of possessing civil property. The 


Society of Harmony, according 
to Mr. Rapp’s account, has no 
aurithen articles of doctrine og faith 
(these being esteemed of medern 
origin, and not in use with prim- 
itive Christians) nor any written 
laws of association. The mem- 
bers profess to make the Scrip- 
tures and common sense their 
rule of conduct, both in politics 
and morals, 


During the 19 years that the 7 
Society has existed, not one of jj; | 
members has been expelled. | 
Transgressions of good moral; } 


aré punished, first, by private ad. 
monition and reproof from any 


member—if this prove ineffectu. § 
al, the chief Elder repeats the ad. 7 
monition—this failing to produce 


a reform, the offender is visited 


by the seven Elders of the Socie 7 
ty ; and in the last re-ort all the | 
members are made acquainted | 


with the case, aimd each with. 
draws himself from the brother that 


walketh ilisorderiy ; the conse 7 
quence is, an immediate refor. || 
matiou ora recession from the | 


commonwealth.—WN, 7. Paper. 
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ANCIENT THEORIES.——-COSMOGO- 
NY, 

Xenophanes took the stars to 
be patches of clouds lighted up 
at night, and extinguished in the 
morning. a, 

Anaxagoras considered the fir- 
mament an arch of stone, the 
sun an tmmense inflammable 
body, and the stars to be stones 
whirled up from the surface of 
the earth by the circumambient 
air, and so ignited. 

Biogences declared the stars to 
be het pumice stones fixed in the 
sphere of the heavens, serving as 
lamps in the night but chiefly de- 
signed as ventilators of the world. 

Others maintained that the 
sun was globular, hollew, and 
containing fire; that the light 
streamed through a cavity on 
one side, and when this was stop- 
ped, the sun was eclipsed. 





Vou, 7, 


7 












le & 


} 
: 
; 
( 
oe 
‘ts | 
fs Fok 
eA. 
ae 
5 es 













no. 3. 


Lencippus originated the Epi- 
eurean plan, that the universe 
was created by atoms. Democ- 
ritus laid down that these “ first 
magnitudes” were eternal, and 
that they had possessed an uni- 
form motion and celerity. Epi- 
cyrus completed the structure by 
the theory, that the world sprung 
from a collision of these atoms. 
Descartes’ world was formed by 
vortices. Burnet, Whiston, Leib- 
nitz, Kepler, Cuvier, and a mul- 
titade of others, have been pcpu- 
lar for their several theories, and 
our own country may claim a 
high share of distinction for the 
novel and ingenious discoveries of 


Symmes and Hill. 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE PROPHETS. 


Isaiah prophesied 54 years, 
Jeremiah 39, Daniel 73, Hosea 
61, Micha 43, and Elisha 66. 


APOSTLES. 

Paul, amidst unnumbered dan- 
gers, pursued his ministry about 
34 years, and Peter about 40.— 
John lived nearly 100 years. 


DISTINGUISHED PREACHERS. 

Poiycarp lived 99 years, St. 
Augustine, 76, Thomas a Kem- 
dis, 91, Latimer, 84, St. Jerome 
90, Grosseteste 78, Luther 69, 
and Knox 67. All these 
men lived in time of great 
trouble. 
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RELIGION. 


Religion destreys the sting of 
death, and gives a lively hope of 
joys to come, 

‘* t feared death but thou didst deck the foe, 
In lovely garb; with softest beauty clad, 
I saw him becko ting te the narrow fouse 


Of rest, where spicy odours balm the air, 
And resurrectiva’s halo crowns the dead.’’ 





Christian Herald. 
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OBITUARY. 


For the Christian Herald. 


DIED—In Newbury Port, 
Miss Susan Coox, daughter cf 
Mr. John Cook, Jr. aged 14 
years. 


** So fades the lovely biooming flower, 
Frail joyful solace of an hour ; 

So soon our earthly comforts fly, 

And pleasures only bloom to die. 


How often are our fondest ex- 
pectations cut off, and our hearts 
left to mourn the loss of earthly 
comforts aud earthly hopes ; and 
perhaps as often do those af- 
fections which bind us to the 
earth, bid us repine ; but we are 








‘taught to the reverse by that sor- 


row soothing, power, our hol 
religion, which affords a solace 
to every mourning soul whe 
would be instructed by its heav- 
enly precepts. Here we are 
taught, that He whose ways are 
past finding out, and often to us 
mysterious, will cause all things 
to work together for good to 
those that love him—that we are 
continually under the protection 
of his watchful eye, and that al- 
though he chastens, yet his loving 
kindnes he will not take away 
from us. 

Religion alsw enables us to re- 
sign all we hold dear on earth, 
with becoming resignation to the 
will of our heavenly Father.— 
He gives us earthly comforts as 
a pledge of his affectionate re- 
gard for as ; religion, teaches us 
to resign them again, when he 
requires it, as a pledge of our de- 
votional attachment to his will, 

Although we can part with 
those whom the ties of nature 
has bound dear to our hearts, 
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but with a pang, yet by a good 
hope, we can anticipate their joys 
in the heavenly Canaan, and may 
believe that only 


Death, like a narrow sea divides 
‘This heavenly land from ours. 


This good hope can bear ap 
the spirits of the parents and 
friends of the deceased whose 
death we now record. She bud- 
ded on earth to bloom in hea- 
ven. 

_ The Newbury-Port Northern 
Chronicler in an obituary notice, 
speaks of her as follows. 

“But few at the age of this 
young female could surpass her 
in endowments and amiableness. 
She was of a studious and pene- 
trating mind, ingenious disposi- 
tion and solid judgment. Her 
deportment in life, exhibited a 
virtuous and honest heart, a mild 
and pleasing temper. ‘Towards 
the close of life her mind was 
much occupied on the subject of 
religion. She appeared to be 
perfectiy happy, and endeavored 
to impress upon the minds of the 
by-standers, the importance of 
placing their trust im God, as 
nothing else would support them 
ina dying hour, By this her 
premature departure from these 
earthly scenes, the fond parents’ 
prospects are blasted—death has 
yobbed them of an amiable, obe- 
dient and lovely daughter, and 
the surviving children of a pat- 
tern of virtue and piety.” 


The memory of good and wor- 
thy actions gives a quicker relish 
to the soul, than ever it could 
take in the highest enjoyments of 
youth. 
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ORDINATION. 
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Corrected from the Palladium, and 
our last. 
At long-Plain Meeting-House 
(so called) in Fairhaven, on the 
99d of April, 1824, brother 
George R. Pierce, was ordained 
to the work of the ministry by 
fasting, praying, and laying on 
of the hands of Elders Daniel 
Hix, Peter Young, and Simon 
Glough: 
ANECDOTES. 
A pious minister of respecta- 
ble talents, Now in the Metho- 
dist connexion, was formerly a 
preacher among the Universal: 
ists. The incident which led 
him seriously to examine the 
grounds of that doctrine, is strik- 
ing and singular. He was amus- 
ing his little son by telling him 
the story of * The children in the 
Wood.” The boy asked, “What 
became of ‘the little innocent 
children?” ‘They went to heav- 
en,” replied the father. “ What 
became of the wicked old unele?” 
‘‘He went to heaven too.” “Wont 
he kill them again father ?” said 
the little boy !—Zion’s Herald. 


Whilst Antigonus was prose- 
cuting a war in Asia, a certain 
author presented him a treatise 
on justice. “ What a fool must 
inte fellow be, (said Antigonus, ) 
to prate to me about justice, while 
Iam engaged in war. 





A preacher, who had been a 
printer, observed in the usual har- 
rangue, that youth might be 
compared to a comma ; manhood 
to a semicolon ; old age to a colon; 


to which death puts a perivft” 
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The following. Hymn was published 
in Boston, 1792. 


A HYMN, 


Entitled ** .4 song of Pratse to God, 
from United America, 


From all below these western skies, 
Let shouts of grateful joy arise ; 
This new-born empire sound abroad. 
The honors of its guardian God. 


Let our Grand Council lead the song, 

Auiroll the tide of praise along, 

Till the fair current spread around, 

From Georgia’s bank to Hamshire’s 
bound, 


When Britain, great im arts and armas, 
Pour’d on our coasts war's dire alarms, 
And muster’d all her thund’ring pow’r 
To crush our glory in an hour. 


Our God with scern her rage beheld ! 
His own kind arm became our shield ; 
Confusion on her plots he frown’d 
And shook her Babel to the grqund, 


Y.et Lexington proclaim afar 

“‘S‘he honors of the God of war; 
While Bunker hill and Trenton join 
To hail the guardianship divine. 


et captur’d Burgoyno tel? abroad 
The tnumph of Columbia’s Gad; 
While bated Arnold owns the pow’r 
That sav'’d us in that dreadful hour, 


Let proud Cornwallis bend the knee 
Unto the God ef victory ; 

Who snatch’d the laurels he had won, 
And gave them up to Washington. 


Hail, Power Supreme! whose out- 


stretch’d hand, 
Has sav’d our threaten’d infant land; 
And led it through war’s bloody race} 
To glorious Empire, Freedom, Peace. 


While we beneath our fg-trees sit, 
And of thy riches taste the sweet, 

O may our flaming hearts and tongues 
Shout forth thy praise in endless songs. 


—m_ +c 


For the Christian Herald. 


The. following lines are from the 
pen of our juvenile correspondent.— 
{kid. Her.} 

RETROSPECTIVE. 


Stil pensive mem’ry loves to dwell: 
On hours of bliss forever flown ; 

On objects dear,—long lov’d too well, 
Fair flow’rets blighted ere full blown. 


Still long lost joys will rise to view, 
Tho’ oft we force them from the mind ; 
And fancy paints with softest hue: 
The bliss her fairy hands cambin’d. 


Full off at ** twilight pensive hour,” 
Or by pale Cynthia's silver ray ; 
We feel imagination’s power, 

And yield to her resistless sway. 


Ah ! dear delusions quickly gone, 

In vain my heart implor’d your stay ; 
The splendid sun-shine of the mory, 
Was follow’d by a lurid day. 


Yet hope! O do not thou forsake, 
Thou soother of all human woe; 
This agonizing heart would break, 
And sicken at each scene below. &. 
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To CorRRESPONDENTS. 

BY the attention of. our friends we 
have received the following pieces of 
Music forthe HERA, viz. Corridon, 
dlarmony, and Mount Olive ; they 
shali be attended to in their turn.— 
‘he tunes which are sent to us, are 
principally adapted to the Hymns in 
Smith and Jones? Fiymn Book. We 
have that valuable book now in the 


Press.it will be published in a short tyme 


— 


Remark, We were iw hopes to 
have received some account from the 
Massachusetts and Maine Conferenc- 
es, in season for this Number, it may 
be expected in our next. 

We think it altogether best for the 
State Conferences to be held at differ- 
ent times, this would give opportunity 
for much social intercourse, and 
friendly communication among them. 
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GOSPEL POOL. 
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TESTIMONY. 


THE PURE 
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‘Lhe pure testimony pour'’d forth in the spit, Cuts like a keen i 
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sorely tormented, Because they’r: condemn’d by the word : 
The pure testimony discovers the dress, While wicked pro- 
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(cp Don’t Forcer THis noricr £9 


THE Editor of the Christian 
Herald presumes to ask a favour 
of his Patrons, which from their 
¢ generous assistance heretofore be- 
; stowed, ke is forbidden to think 
¢they will not grant. The re- 

quest is that ALL of his Patrons 
who may be indebted to him will 
itr Se what is due by the Oth 
of Sept. next. If in any case it is 
4 not possible to send all, they will 
¢ do him the favour,EACH INDIVID- 


BAR oR A42747414-00" 


ave eve an sveeeitesenseses MANASALA RRAAAAA AAA A449 2H WAL DHA MAM nar 





UAL, to 


remit a part 


SPREE ESEEGTE IP 


This will 


relieve him of a great burden, 
and leave the pleasing een 
sion on his mind that his Patrons 
are those who love not only to, © 
hear of the advancement of the? : 
Redeemer’s kingdom in othery © 
places, and in other hearts but, 
are ready to make an expression; 


of their own attainments by D0- ' 
ING TO OTHERS AS THEY WOULD 4 


WISH TO BE DONE BY, 


Mannan PPLE ALI te ® 





